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comparatively few proprietors should be re-;Alexander to Mr. Scoble, dated Valencia, De- 


specied, it cannot be less a duty on the part of} cember 29, 1840. 


the government and people of Spain to regard 
the happiness and lives of half a million of her 
subjects, who have no less a claim upon her 
justice and protection. If the gold of the 
Cuban proprietor is to be weighed against the 
just happiness and the life of their degraded 
bondsmen, we think that no person of right 
feelings, who understands the question, can for 
a moment hesitate in determining that the 
rights of the latter are the more sacred, and 
cannot be abandoned without a serious dere- 
liction of duty and national dishonour. If in 
times of comparative ignorance of the nature 
and circumstances of the slave-trade anc sla- 
very, European nations have allowed these 
crimes to be committed, this cannot be con- 
sidered as an excuse for continuing to do so 
when their wickedness is generally known and 
acknowledged. 

It may, however, be shown that in the pre- 
sent instance as in others, the homely proverb 
is true, that honesty is the best policy; in 
proof of which, we appeal to the results of 
emancipation in the British colonies, so far as 
they are hitherto known. In a vast number of 
instances, estates are now worth as much (or 
more) without the slaves, as they were pre- 
vious to emancipation with the slaves upon 
them; voluntary labour being no less profit- 
able to the owners of estates, and in many 
instances much more so, than toil extorted by 
the lash from ill-fed, grief-worn, and dispirited 
slaves, Adam Smith, one of the greatest po- 
litical economists of the last century, stated, 
before the question of slavery had so exten- 
sively occupied public attention as at present, 
that slave-labour is less productive than that of 
free men, a sentiment which we have no doubt 
will be confirmed by every instance in which 
emancipation shall be faily tried—where it 
shall take place, not as the result of domestic 
or saseat convulsions, but as the deliberate 
act of a great and reflecting people, and ac- 
companied by those other measures which are 
calculated to raise the character of the unfran- 
chised slave—education, moral example and 

recept, and the inculcation of the benign 
vere 0 of Christianity. ‘These are means 
which are not now untried, and which have 
been attended with those results to which we 
have alluded. Finally, we would say, Follow 
the example of other countries, in which so- 
cieties have been formed for the abolition of 
slavery; among which may be named, in addi- 
tion to England, the United States, France, 
Holland, and Sweden. Encourage and help 
each other in this good work; and adopt 
measures to have it brought forward and sup- 
ported in the approaching Cortes. The sym- 
pathies of every right-minded Spaniard will be 
with you, and those of the civilized world. 
Your efforts will, we humbly trust, be bless- 
ed by Him who hath made of one blood 
all men to dwell upon the face of the earth, 
and who wills the happiness of all his crea- 
tures. 


Grorce W. ALEXANDER, 
Bensamin B. Wirren. 


To this we are enabled to add some further 


gratifying intelligence, from a letter of Mr. 


























**] have received some interesting and im- 


we, or our children, will undoubtedly have to 
pay- 
** With respect to emancipation, the in- 


portant information during the time that I have | habitants of Cuba may continue the discussion 
been in Spain, showing the enormous wicked-|in the peculiar manner which suits their par- 


ness and cruelty, incident to slavery in Cuba. 
The information was communicated by a per- 


son who was for a considerable number of 


years resident at Cuba, and had many oppor- 
tunities of visiting plantations. On our return 
home, however, we shall be able to present a 
more complete picture of Spanish slavery than 
we can do at present. We have had inter- 
course with many influential persons, and 
were favoured with an interview with the 
Duke de la Victoria, on the day preceding our 
departure from Madrid. We may, I think, 
indulge the hope, that our visit to Spain has 


already had the effect of procuring, in the 
capital, a larger amount of attention to the 
subject of slavery than it has heretofore re- 
ceived. On the eve of our leaving Madrid, an 
allusion to the object of our journey, and to the 
circumstance of two members of the Society 
of Friends having visited the city, was thus 
made in the Corresponsal, one of the daily 
papers, in an article of which I send you a 
translation.” 


[The following is the article referred to.] 
To the Editors of the Corresponsal. 


‘* Sirs— Observing that you have alluded, in 


your number of yesterday, to the fears of the 
inhabitants of Cuba, that a treaty may be en- 
tered into between England and Spain for the 
abolition of slavery in our possessions, I do 
not think it superfluous to state to you, that this 
news is not a novel circumstance, independent 
and unexpected, but a natural consequence of 
the march that has taken place, with respect to 
the slave-trade and its abolition, by every go- 
vernment. 
of the slave-trade since the year 1817, and has 
received of England, as an indemnity, the sum 
of twenty-five million dollars, or five hundred 
million reals. 
of this treaty, the slave-trade has continued to 
be carried on in the island of Cuba, in con- 
tempt of all the remonstrances of the English 
government. 
pression of the trade should have been con- 
sidered as the preliminary of emancipation, for 


Spain has agreed to this abolition 


Notwithstanding the solemnity 


On the other hand, the sup- 


which the supreme government, aud the au- 


thorities and inhabitants of the island, ought to 


have taken all the preparatory steps which 
might prevent angry feelings and troubles, 
when the period of emancipation shall arrive. 
Thus have England and France acted, but 
Spain has done nothing, except continuing to 
authorize a scandalous traffic prohibited by the 
laws. ‘There have been presented to the Bri- 
tish parliament every year, documents proving 
the continuation of the slave-trade in the island 
of Cuba, the protection lent to this traffic by 
its authorities, and the tacit approbation of the 
Spanish government; and, connected with 
these statements, have been presented those of 
the expenses incurred by England in repressing 
and checking this trade, conformably to the 
express terms of the treaty. There exists 
then an open account against Spain, on account 
of the trade which has continued to be car- 
ried on in the island of Cuba; and which 





ticular interests ; but emancipation is at present 
a resolved problem, and will only be modified 
as regards the greater or less distance of time 
when it will take place. All the threatenings, 
all the pictures of disasters and calamities, 
which the Cubans are pleased to make, can 
have no weight in the opinion of Europe, 
wiich undoubtedly will become general in 
Spain, as it is in France, against the interested 
vote of some colonial proprietors. 

«In order to procure more precise data con- 
cerning the state of slavery in the Spanish 
possessions, there have arrived here within the 
last few days two English Quakers, individu- 
als of the Society of Friends, which has con- 
tributed so much by its ardent and Christian 
zeal, to accelerate the emancipation of the 
slaves in the English possessions. The 
ministry of Spain can hear from the mouth of 
these two individuals, confirmed by official 
documents, a faithful relation of the present 
state of the question, of the progress that it 
has recently made, and of the advantageous 
results which may be confidently expected 
from following the movement, in the point of 
view of colonial production by free labour. In 
this respect, as in many other questions of 
local interest, the illusion is melancholy which 
exists among the inhabitants of Cuba. As in 
Spain, we are not surrounded by an atmo- 
sphere which so monstrously disguises the 
form of objects, it is to be hoped that the go- 
vernment may understand well and clearly the 
state of the negro question, when the nego- 
tiations commence, which are announced, and 
which the Cubans so much dread. 

‘* Be pleased to give a place in your esteemed 
periodical to these observations, which may be 
useful even to those who at present regard 
them as dangerous, because they are blindly 
prejudiced, and compromise their own interests 
in seeking to maintain them contrary to the 
principles of reason, and the justice of existing 
treaties. 

* Aw Impartiat Spantarp. 

‘* Madrid, December 30, 1840.” 


For “ The Friend.” 
EMPLOYMENT OF TIME. 

Time is a sort of intangible evanescent ex- 
istence which will do nothing of itself; yet it 
is impossible to do any ting without it. Even 
the luminous ray, occupies time in its passage 
from the sun to the earth. Its speed can neither 
be accelerated nor retarded by any power in 
nature. It is continually changing, yet seems 
to be always the same. Man appears to be the 
only creature that can appreciate its progress 
or value: and there are few points in which 
the difference between the savage and the 
civilized man, is more strongly marked, than 
in their estimate of the value of time. The 
savage, when not impelled by some immediate 
want, suffers the day and night to slide away, 
almost without notice. When not engaged in 
pursuit of his prey, or in efforts to elude or 
overcome an enemy, he gives himself up to 
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listless inactivity. Even among those who are 
civilized, the man, whose mind has not been 
improved» by religion, literature, or science, 
often permits the time which is not employed 
in Jabour, to pass unaccounted and almost un- 
observed. It is the educated mind that places 
a proper estimate upon the value of time. But 
by an educated mind, I do not mean one that 
is filled with a knowledge of books; for, | 
believe, there are many persons who have 
devoted their time to the study of books, and 
have acquired an extensive acquaintance with 
the literature of their day, and are still very 
imperfectly educated. ‘The understanding and 
memory may be replenished with arguments 
and facts, and the noblest faculties of the mind 
remain without their proper development. 
George Fox, though brought up with very 
little knowledge of science or literature, was 
unquestionably an educated man. He appears 
to have learned, even in ehildhood, some of the 
great lessons of life. A close attention to what 
was passing in his own mind, and an accurate 
discrimination between things that were right, 
and those that were wrong, evidently marked his 


with which, when quite a young man, he/| partly for those of the next. Let each of these 


childhood and youth. ‘lhe clearness and force 
pointed out the errors, in practice und mane pay in the distribution of our time, that 


which prevailed among the wise and learned of | space which properly belongs to it.” 


his day, prove conclusively that his mind had | 
been trained to deep refiection, as well as to 
close observation. The divine illumination 
with which he was favoured, was unquestion- | 
ably the primary cause of his superiority over 
his cotemporaries, but even this illumination, 
when it fails on the inattentive mind, like the 
seed sown by the way side, is unproductive. 
Now what does this show, but the proper em- 
ployment of time. In his verbal and written 
addresses, the proper employment of time was 
one of his topics. In his own practice he 
illustrated his precepts; for his labours in tra- 
velling, in writing, and preaching show his 
indefatigable industry. William Penn observes 
of him, that he was remarkably temperate in 
eating, drinking, and sleeping. It is said of 
Edward Burrough, that being indefatigable in 
the employment of excellent abilities, and con- 
tinually engaged in doing good, he allowed 
himself but few hours of repose. Though 
this extraordinary young man died in his 28th 
year, his labours in the cause of vital Chris- 
tianity would have made no despicable appear- 
ance if they had been spread over the longest 
life. When we read the apology of Robert 
Barclay, and observe the amount of information 
drawn from various sources, which is there 
brought to bear upon his subject, we must be 
convinced that a writer, who, at the age of 
twenty-seven, could give such a volume to the 
world, must have known the value of time. 
Certainly a very small part of those twenty- 
seven years could have passed unemployed. 
It will indeed appear that every man who has 
been conspicuous for great attainments, or for 
the production of a large amount of good, has 
been remarkable for the industrious application 
of time. The great Alfred is said, notwith- 
standing the numerous objects which required 
his attention, to have acquired more know- 
ledge, and even to have produced more books 
than most speculative men have done, although 
their lives were devoted to study. Yet all that 


was accomplished by this illustrious prince, in 
the improvement of the manners and legislation 
of his people, and in the promotion of science 
and literature, was crouded into a life of about 
fifty years. It is related of Isaac Newton, that 
being advised to marry, he answered, that he 
actually had not time to go courting. 

When we soberly reflect upon the parable of 
the talents, and recollect that the slothful ser- 
vant was not charged with applying his lord’s 
money to an evil purpose ; he is not represented 
as even squandering it; but that his crime was 
neglect; he had not improved it; he had per- 
mitted it to lie unemployed; we may readily 
infer that we are accountable for whatever has 
been entrusted to us. which is capable of appli- 
cation to the master’s use. Whether we con- 
sider fime as a talent or not, it is evident that 
as talents cannot be used without time, they 
must be employed while we have time, or they 
will not be employed at all. Hence, to let 
time pass unimproved, is to let our talents, 
whatever they are, remain so long without 
improvement. ‘ ‘That portion of time,” says 
an eminent writer, ** which is allotted to vs, is 
intended partly for the concerns of this world, 


Ne 


Without 
objecting to this advice, I think, a clearer, if 
not a sounder theory may be advanced. The 
great object of life, in the present state of ex- 
istence, is to prepare for that which is to come. 
It may, therefore, be questioned, whether any 
portion of our time is intended exclusively for 
the concerns of the present world. Itis un- 
questionably our duty, not merely a moral but 
a religious duty, to provide, where the means 
and ability are afforded, for the proper support 
of ourselves, and those who are necessarily 
dependent upon us. This unavoidably requires 
a share of attention. But if we pursue the 
things of the world, with a steady regard to 
the great interests of futurity; the time thus 
employed may be devoted primarily and prin- 
cipally to the concerns of the life to come. If 
the affairs of the present world are permitted 
to become the paramount object of pursuit, to 
fill up the mind, and to absorb the whole atten- 
tion, the time may be said to be all misapplied. 
The time is devoted to a wrong object. The 
true order is broken. By making the world a 
primary, instead of a secondary object of at- 
tention, a wrong principle of action is intro- 
duced. An usurper has gained the ascendancy. 
The allegiance is withdrawn from the legiti- 
mate authority. Hence, though the objects of 
attention may be proper enough in themselves, 
yet the motives of action being corrupt, the 
time given to that action is misapplied. 
Considerations such as these, when pro- 
perly regarded, would lead the man of business 
to pursue the concerns of the world as far, and 
only as far as he eould honestly believe he had 
the sanction of truth. The gains of his busi- 
ness, as well as the time employed in it, would 
be considered in their relation to the giver. 
The profits of successful business, if that busi- 
ness was attended to as a religious duty, could 
hardly be employed in the indulgence of luxury 
and pride. ‘The claims of the widow and the 
orphan would not be overlooked. Neither 
would the proper seasons for retiring from the 
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cares of the world, and fixing the mind more 
exclusively upon the concerns of futurity, be 
disregarded. As the cares of the world are 
very liable to absorb too much of our attention, 
and thus actually produce a misapplication of 
time, a just regard to the use and value of time, 
would lead the man, whose business had pro- 
duced any considerable accumulations, to watch 
the proper period for retiring from business, 
and devoting the remainder of his days to the 
service of civil and religious society. ‘To re- 
linquish our worldly avocations merely for the 
purpose of indulging in indolence and ease, 
does not indicate a proper regard to the value 
of time; and yet we may fairly question 
whether the man, who is already possessed of 
an income more than sufficient to supply all 
his reasonable and probable demands, ought to 
give up any of his time to the acquisition of 
more. There are so many ways in which a 
man, who is not impelled by necessity to con- 
tinue engaged in the business of the world, 
may employ his time, and occupy his talents, 
to the advantage of others, that there is very 
little excuse for suffering the former to slide 
away without occupation, or the latter to re- 
main unimproved. And here it may be remark- 
ed, that if while we are necessarily employed 
in the business of the world, the mind is not 
trained to looking beyond the acquisition of 
wealth, or the supply of our physical wants ; 
there is very little reason to expect, that we 
shall be prepared to retire from business with 
much advantage to ourselves or others. If our 
time, during the active period of life, is devoted 
to the world, our affections become fixed on 
sublunary objects, and the habit is formed of 
estimating the value of time by its worldly re- 
sults ; hence, upon retiring from business, the 
mind is left without a rational object to occupy 
the time. And how frequently do we see men, 
who have passed the meridian of life in the 
exclusive pursuit of the world, upon relin- 
quishing their usual employment, sink into 
torpor, and lose all their energy of body and 
mind. Perhaps I should not be very far from 
the truth, if I should assert, that one great 
cause of second childhood is, the want of suit- 
able objects to keep the failing powers of the 
mind in healthful activity. 

If time is misapplied when it is employed in 
the effort to accumulate a greater share of 
wealth than our reasonable wants can require, 
it certainly must be admitted that such portions 
as are devoted to such accumulations with a 
view of sustaining a life of luxury or ostenta- 
tion, are absolutely wasted. What a fearful 
waste of time do the business and appearance 
of our great cities then indicate. The labour 
employed upon buildings and furniture, beyond 
what is required for convenience and comfort, 
is unquestionably misapplied, and the time oe- 
cupied in its performance is wasted. 

When we look over the literature of our day, 
and reflect upon the countless volumes of tales, 
novels, and other fictitious productions with 
which the world is now inundated, and con- 
sider the great number of rational beings whose 
time is occupied in preparing this mass of float- 
ing frivolity for the public, and add to this con- 
sideration an estimate of the time occupied in 
perusing them, we must be convinced that we 
have here a vast amount of time of which no 
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satisfactory account can be given. It may be 
further observed, that the time occupied in 
reading fictitious productions is generally rather 
more than wasted, for the mind is rendered 
more indisposed for the rational employment 
of the rest. For, as Beattie very beautifully 
remarks, 


“ Eyes dazzled long with fiction's gaudy rays 
In sober truth nor light nor beauty find, 

And who, my child, would trast the meteor blaze 
That soon must fuil and leave the wanderer blind, 
More dark and helpless far than if it ne'er had 

shined ?” 
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plete retaining power while winding, and, like 
the striking part, requires fifty-two times less 
maintaining power. 

The great improvement in the time part con- 
sists, principally, in the regulating motion, and | 
may be called a rotary, or torsion pendulum, | 
the ball is of a globular form and hollow, and | 
suspended by a small spring; near the upper 
lend of this spring is fastened an arm in the 
|form of a crank: the bell being turned, twists | 
|the spring, and causes the arm to perform an| 
jarch, acting upon and receiving the impulse 
from the swing wheel by means of a lever con- 


The Psalmist long ago fixed the usual limit nected with the arm; which impulse is carried 
of human life at threescore years and ten, a|through the spring to the ball and keeps it in 
limit, indeed, to which but a small minority of motion. The spring, in a quiescent state, is 
our race arrive; and the world in which we are longest: by its being twisted either way from 
placed abounds with wonders calculated to in- that state it is shortened, and the ball made to 
spire us with reverence and admiration to an|Tise: returning by the reaction of the spring 


extent far beyond what we can learn to under- 
stand during our transient continuance here ; 
how, then, can we justify the practice, even on| 
the score of rationality, of spending any part of| 
our time in listening to elaborate tales of events | 
which never occurred, and which, if they had| 
occurred, might as well have been forgotten ? 
Why should we spend our time in feeding on 
wind when such an intellectual feast is spread 
before us ? 

Wishing to economise my own time and 
that of my readers, I shall close this essay by 
observing, that as time never waits for the in- 
dolent, or returns to the vicious, it is plainly an 
act of wisdom to part with as little of it as pos- 
sible, except in purchase of its worth—to em- 
ploy it, as far as practicable, in growing wiser 
and better—to make it subservient to usefulness 
in the present life, and to preparation for that 
which is to come. L. W.S. 








From the Newark Daily Advertiser. 
NEW ERA IN TIME KEEPING. 


This is scarcely too much to say of the in- 
troduction of the twelve months’ clock of our 
ingenious townsman, Mr. Aaron D. Crane, of 
which we have already published several no- 
tices. A beautiful, well finished model has been 
quietly measuring the time for us at our desk for 
the last twenty-four hours, as silently as possi- 
ble, except as it announces the hours; and we 
feel confirmed in the impression that it is des- 
tined to supersede all other clocks now in use. 
The machine may be as well adjusted to run 
two years without winding as one. It is, in 
fact, the nearest approach to perpetual motion 
that we have seen. An ingenious friend has 
furnished us with a brief sketch of it. 

The clock contains only six wheels, of from 
sixty to ninety-six teeth, and five pinions of six, 
eight, ten, twelve, and sixteen leaves, four 
wheels and four pinions in the striking part, 
and two wheels and one pinion in the time part. 
The whole is driven and kept in motion by 
once winding, for three hundred and seventy- 
six days, by a spring of a strength when wound 
up equal to only thirteen pounds weight. 

The improvement in the striking part con- 
sists, principally, in the application of a rotary 


‘and the force of gravity, receiving the impulse 
from the maintaining power at each return. 
There is an irregularity existing in the com- 
mon pendulum, by aloss of power arising from 
an increase of friction, therebv lessening the 
impulse given to it and shortening the are of 
its vibrations. If it measure true time in an 
aic of four degrees, it will gain ten seconds a 
day by vibrating in an are of three degrees, so 
that by an increase of friction and loss of 
power, which is always the case, it will gain 
time. 

Any difference of friction, or maintaining 
power in this clock will not affect the time 
given by this pendulum: its revolutions or vi- 
brations are rendered perfectly isochronal, by 
the influence that the torsion of the spring has | 
(when made of a certain width to its thickness) 


in its reaction, upon the force of gravity of the 
ball. 


The different degrees of temperature do not 
affect the time given by this pendulum: the 
time it would lose by the expansion of the 
spring ia length, is accurately counteracted by 
the time it gains by its expansion in width and 
thickness. Let the expansibility of the metal 
of which the ball is made be what it may, the 
time it would lose by its expansion outward 
from its axis of motion, is compensated for at 





the same time, by the time it gains, by the re- 
gulator rising on the spring and shortening the 
active part of it, by the expansion of the ball 
upwards from the nut on which it rests. 

After this brief sketch of this remarkable in- 
vention, let us attend to some of its leading 
advantages : 

Ist. Very little care is required in setting up 
the clock, in consequence of its not being liable 
to be put out of beat. 

2d. It requires more than fifty times less 
maintaining power, less wheel work, and the 
number of the revolutions are at least fifty 
times less ; consequently, there is much less 
friction, and, therefore, the motion is much 
more regular. 

3d. Clocks can now be made at no greater 
expense, occupying no more space, requiring 
no more weight or strength of spring than is 
now generally required in eight day clocks. 
They will run one year, both striking and time 


hammer: is very simple, and requires fifty-two | part, with once winding up, and are perfectly 


times less maintaining power than other clocks. | silent, other than striking the hour, as there is 
The time part is driven by the striking part by|no clicking: the whole is simple, easily ad- 
means of a small spring, which forms a com-|justed and regulated, and, when so, the time 





will not be altered, as in other clocks, by 
winding, by the difference of temperature, or 
by an increase of friction or weight, as the 
machine performs its movements always in the 
same or equal time—a desideratum in time- 
keeping which has long been sought, and next 
in importance to the first discovery of the pen- 
dulum. 

A model specimen of this clock is now at the 
rooms of the United States Society of Science 
and Mechanism, No. 67 Liberty street, New 
York, for public inspection. 
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Most of our readers, of course, are aware that 
the interesting case of the Amistad Africans, 
thirty-six in all, has recently been before the 
Supreme Court of the United States, at Wash- 
ington, on an appeal from the decree of the 
Circuit Court for the district of Connecticut. 
It is with heartfelt gratification that we can 
now announce the joyful fact, that by the de- 
cision of the former, the judgment of the court 
below, so far as regards the liberation of the 
prisoners, is confirmed—in other words, that 
they have been declared FREE ! 


The National Intelligencer has the following 
notice of the event :— 


March 9th. 

The United States vs. the schooner Amistad, &c. 
appeal from the Circuit Court of the United States for 
the district of Connecticut. Justice Story delivered 
the opinion of this court, affirming the decree of the 
said Circuit Court in this cause in all respects, except 
that part ordering the negroes to be delivered to the 
president to be transported, and reversing that part, 
and remanding the cause to the said Circuit Court, 
with directions to dismiss the said negroes from the 
custody of the court, and that they be discharged from 
the suit, and therefore quit without delay. 


In another paper the following is given as 
an extract from a letter of John Quincy Adams, 
who was one of the counsel for the prisoner :— 


Washington, 9th March, 1841. 
The Captives are free-—The part ot the decree of the 
District Court, which placed them at the disposal of 
the United States to be sent to Africa, is reversed. 
They are to be discharged from the custody of the 
marshal—free. 
The rest of the decision of the court below, is 
affirmed. 
* Not unto us—not unto us, &c.” 
f J. Q. Apams. 


‘The pleading of the venerable ex-president 
on the occasion is represented to have been 
able and eloquent in a high degree. In the 
next or a subsequent number we may have it 
in our power to insert some portions of it. 


Friends in England, both in a society capacity and 
individually, continue to give proof of untiring zeal and 
effort in the cause of humanity, as respects the African 
and the descendants of Africa. We have for some time 
known, through the medium of the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Reporter and other sources, that G. W. 
Alexander and Benjamin B. Wiffen, members of our 
religious society, have been in Spain for the purpose of 
promoting the cause of emancipation with the people 
and the authorities of that government. From the 


Reporter of Ist mo. 27th last, we have transferred a 
communication from those Friends which, we cannot 
doubt, will be interesting to our readers. 
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the strength are’ devoted to serve God truly all 
the days of their lives, and to put their whole 
trustin him.”’ A blessed state indeed, if really 
attained; and for perfection, | know of no 
people in any age of the world that have ar- 
rived to a higher pitch thereof than what is 
here confessed to be our duty; nay, not Noah, 
nor even Enoch, who walked with God, could 
know a greater degree of purity. 

Now to enable you to do those things, be- 
cause of your own inability, you must come 
to him whom God hath sent, to wit, the son of 
his love, to be a captain, to lead all his ran- 
somed and redeemed out of all the territories 
of spiritual Sodom and Egypt, where the Lord 
of life was crucified. For God hath sent his 
Son a light inte the world that the world 
through him might be saved ; and in his uni- 
versal love to mankind, hath placed in the 
hearts and souls of all men, without distinc- 
tion, a manifestation of this true light, that 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world, 
to lead him through this vale of tears unto 
himself. ‘This is the new covenant written in 
the heart, which the prophet prophesied of in 
the vision of the Lord, saying, Behold the 
days come, saith the Lord, that [will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and with 
the house of Judah, not according to the co- 
venant that I made withetheir fathers, in the 
day that I took them by the hand to bring them 
out of the land of Egypt, which my covenant 
they brake ; but this shall be the covenant that 
I will make with the house of Israel, after 
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. thee to keep shy} a 
body tém pernté, to be sober and chaste, fot 
covetous, but labouring honestly in God’s 
creation while he gives thee health and 
strength ; and if thou thus follow on to know 
and serve Christ, thou wilt be set free from sin 
by the law of the spirit of life! Oh! is not this 
the substance worthy to be waited for? Oh! 
come and prove these things ; they are evident 
truths, and attainable ; holy praises be ascribed 
to the Giver of every good and perfect gift. 
There are thousands of witnesses whom he, 
through ‘his own power, hath raised to testify 
the truth of these things in this glorious gospel- 
day that has dawned, in which the sun of 
righteousness is so risen in these northern 
islands, that the glory thereof, I firmly be- 
lieve, will never be totally eclipsed any more 
for ever. 

Afterwards the catechiser saith, “* My good 
child, know this, that thou art not able to do 
these things of thyself, nor to walk in the com- 
mandments of God, and to serve him without 
his special grace, which thou must learn at all 
times to eall fo for by diligent prayer; let me 
hear therefore if thou canst say the Lord’s 
Prayer?” 

‘* Answer. Our Father, which art in heaven; 
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive them that 
trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation ; but deliver us from evil. Amen.” 

Now I firmly believe the truth of the fore- 
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They can also pray for their daily bread, the 
cometh down from heaven ; for, 
said our blessed"Lord, The biead of God is 
he which cometh down from heaven, and 
giveth life unto the world; and he is ae 
these mysteries of his kingdom unto babes 
sucklings, who be ay a? in yors silence, of 
antil. he. is 

fleased in fonder’ rherey to draw forth the 
breast of his consolation, to comfort and refresh 
them with the dainties of his house, the sub- 
stantial ‘food which nourishes the soul, viz: 
the bread of life and the wine of the kingdom; 
and in the enjoyment of this divine refresh- 
ment, these redeemed ones can offer up sacri- 
fices of pure holy praises and thanksgivings to 
the God of all their comforts, for refreshing 
their poor souls. So, dear neighbours, these 
are the prayers and praises that will find ac- 
ceptance with God, which are put up to him 
in his own time, not in man’s will and pleasure, 
but in God’s gift and power. ‘These are also 
taught by Christ to forgive their debtors as 
they desire to be forgiven, and pray for their 
enemies, persecutors and slanderers. He will 
also lead us out of temptation, and deliver us 
from. evil. Here we shall pray, praise, sing, 
preach, or whatsoever else we do, with the 
spirit and with understanding also, to the glory 
of God, who worketh all our works in us, and 
for us to will and to do of his own good 
pleasure. He is, or would be, if men were 
willing, the instructor of us all, by whom, if 
we be counselled and instructed, we shall 
know what to desire of God in all our prayers 
and supplications which are put up unto Him 
in the Holy Spirit of his Son our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Next, concerning the ordinances. 

As for the word sacrament, I don’t remem- 
ber to have read it in the Scriptures of Truth. 
You say there are two only, as generally 
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necessary to salvation, that is, baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper. I acknowledge both these 
ordinances, Since then both you and I own 
these, the question is, wherein do we differ? 
I answer, the difference is this; } would not 
have you stick in the outward visible signs, 
but come and enjoy inward and spiritual grace. 


' Yourown confession in the catechism is, what 


I .press upon all to experience; for you call 
those the outward and visible signs of an in- 
ward and spiritual grace ; this is what I eall on 
you to cOme and witness, the substantial part 
of baptism, which is a death unto sin, and a 
new birth @nmto righteousness. Know your- 
selves to be baptized with the baptism the 
apostle was Baptized withal. How shall we, 
saith he, that are dead to sin, live any longer 
therein? Here was a death to sin, and was this 
death to sin the effect of outward water? No 
such matier, he showeth it in verse 3. Know 
ye not that so many of us as were baptized 
into Jesus Christ, were baptized into his death. 
Therefore we are buried with him by baptisin 
into death ; that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even 
so we also should walk in newness of life. 
Here you have the substantial cause which 
doth effect a death unto sin, and enables to 
walk in newness of life. 

Touching this point, I shall say a few words 
concerning myself in particular. 

My parents being well-meaning, and in their 
way of worship somewhat zealous, they would 
have all. the ceremonies prescribed by the 
church, which they were members of, to be 
used on their children, | Pursuant thereto, they 
caused me to be sprinkled in my infancy, and 
educated me in the persuasion they were of, 
viz: that of the church of England so called. 
When I was grown up to riper years, they 
also took me to the bishop to be confirmed, 
lest I should be wanting, on their part, in béing 
a thorough member of Christ. 1 was likewise 
often catechised by the priest in my minority, 
and have made these vows and confessions 
many atime. But alas! to my great grief I 
may say, when I came to years of understand- 
ing, I found, though I had been: sprinkled, 
confirmed, and frequently catechised, that they 
did me no good at all; for, in my answers to 
the priest, | saw plainly that I was telling lies 
in the presence of the Lord; notwithstanding 
those outward and visible signs, | was no mem- 
ber of Christ, no child of God, nor an inheritor 


to convinee my understanding through the doc- 
tuine of his: people, in scorn ealled Quakers, 
after having been confessing my distressed 
state, as a miserable offender among the rest, 
aud that daily, and partaking of the outward 
bread and wine from time to time, for the Space 
of above sixteen years, still confessing the same 
miserable state, and that truly too. For I 
could not find any power in those rites and 
ceremonies to Jead me out of that my degener- 
ate condition, until | was directed to God's 
gift in my own soul, the anointing from the 
holy one, which would teach me all things, 
and ig truth, and is nolie; and upon proof the 
Lord was pleased in measure to give me some 
glimmerings of his love to mankind, which | 
enjoyed in pure silence, engaging me more and 
more to be inward with him. So that I was 
about thirty-eight years old before I entered 
into this boly warfare, to make war in right- 
eoushess against all my soul’s enemies, at 
which time I witnessed something of the bap- 
tism of Christ, with the Holy Ghost and with 
fire; for I eould feel the-word of God asa 
hammer breaking my heart, which before was 
very obdurate. [I felt the same holy word as a 
fire burning up sin, and destroying the moun- 
tain of iniquity gradually in me; being by this 
holy teacher made sensible, that nothing but 


sin separates the soul from the enjoyment of|}I am cast out of thy sight, 


the Lord, and that our iniquities are what cause 
him to hide his face from us, Of these things 
was I, poor worm, in great and unspeakable 
mercy, made an experiencer; everlasting 
honour, praise, dominion and majesty be 
ascribed from my soul to the God of all mer- 
cies and consolations, both now, henceforth, 
and for evermore.” Amen. Amen. 


{To be continued.) 





ae are 
For “ The Friend.” 


The following copy of a letter from Samuel 
Fothergill to Comfort Hoag, is transmitted to 
the editor of “The Friend’’ for insertion in 
that paper, if suitable. A Supscriper. 


New York, 12th of 3d mo. 1756. 

‘‘ Dear Friend, Comfort Hoag—lIn a degree 
of love wherewith our Heavenly Father hath 
loved us, and sought us out when our feet were 
turned from the paths of peace, I affectionately 
salute thee, earnestly desiring thy preservation 
and establishment, that neither heights nor 


of the kingdom of heaven. I had no right to | depths may remove thee from the safe abiding 


call God father, because I was not born of Him, 
for I was in sin and iniquity. But they that 
are born of God sin not, having the Holy seed 
remaining in them. I could not call Jesus 
Christ my redeemer, nor the Holy Ghost my 
sanctifier; because I was in a vain conversa- 
tion, setting myself at a distance from the 
Lord, by reason of sin and wicked works, 
though I detested any immorality, for which 
the law of the nation could lay hold of me, 
and that not only for fear of the law, but for 
conscience-sake ; yet still I was under the ban- 
ner of the enemy, fighting against the Lord and 
his anointed in my own soul, in pride and 
vanity to a high degree, yielding my members 
as servants to obey the law of sin and death. 
This was my wretched and miserable condi- 
tion, until the Lord, in tender love, was pleased 


lof the faithful. Various are the trials, and 
manifold the afflictions, a remnant have to pass 
through in their journey towards Zion, some 
more manifest than others, some within, some 
without, and some both. But here is the faith 
and patience of the saints, that nothing may 
move them from their trust, and these present 
afflictions may work for us a more exceeding 
weight of glory. Large, large, hath been thy 
share in probations and trouble. But He who 
led Israel through Jordan, and commanded her 
waters to stand as walls on each hand, hath an 
everlasting name in his family, and will be his 
poor children’s guide through Jordan’s waves 
and depths, and establish on the firm land of 
salvation, as humbly followed and trusted in; 
and when their hearts may be overwhelmed, 
will lead to a rock which is higher than they. 






It behoves ‘us, dear Friend, in order to share 
30, great salvation, to be obedient children of 
our Heavenly Father, to wait for his counsel 
and the renewing of the Holy Ghost, to purge 
and redeem, that.we may have a claim, as 
children, to the Father’s promise, I will never 
leave nor forsake thee. With respect to my- 
self, 1 am mercifully sustained in health and 
ability to proceed with diligence in the Hea- 
venly Master’s employment. I thoroughly 
visited Chester county; performed a second 
visit, to my great satisfaction, to the western 
shore of Maryland, and.through the Jerseys 
to this city, where proposed two meetings 
to-day, and on the 14th, the general noting at 
Flushing, and then direetly back to Philadel- 
phia Spring Meeting ; and expect in some part 
of next month to take shipping for England, in 
company with C. Payton and Josa. Dixon. I 
stand ready to go any where that truth leads 
and light shines; but think Ian near clear of 
this land, and have this evidence; I have in 
my measure laboured faithfully. I have sel- 
dom known a greater share of the powerful 
word of life than hath attended in this journey 
from Philadelphia hither, which hath been 
about three weeks ; nor more frequent searcity 
of bread. out of meetings; that I fave been 
ready to say, notwithstanding all my labours, 
Lord, and in 
sorrow sought my. beloved, and for times could 
not find him. But I believe hispitying eye 
and gracious ear, are open for good towards 
Zion’s dust, and his arm invisibly near when 
our heads are overflowed by the waters of bit- 
terness. My dear love in the @aghangeable 
covenant of life salutes the living amongst 
Friends thereaway. May the mighty God of 
Jacob preserve in holy humble waiting, and 
sustain to his own praise, and keep in his own 
meekness, wisdom, and purity, that in days of 
mourning and lamentation for the slain and 
dying, this land may have to spread innocent 
hands towards the Holy Throne, that He may 
spare his people, and they may never be a 
prey to the gentiles, neither inwardly nor out- 
wardly—so be it, Oh Lord God. 

‘*‘T am, with the salutation of true love, thy 
friend and brother in the faith, patience, tribu- 
lation and victory of the gospel. 


** SamueL Fornercit..” 


The following is transcribed from a copy of 
a letter to the same individual. 

“ Penosscor Bay, 22d 7th mo. 1795. 

‘** Beloved Friend—In near affection and 
heartfelt love I salute thee, having often had to 
remember the time when we took leave of 
each other, with fervent desires, that he who 
has been thy morning song, may give thee 
strength to sound forth his praise in the close 
of thy days; and I feel confirmed in my own 
mind that it will be so, which I mention for thy 
encouragement, that under all the varied trials 
thou meetest with, or mayst meet with, thou 
mayst still be of good cheer, and go forward in 
the line of holy appointment as way may open, 
nothing doubting. I have had many exercises, 
both of body and mind, since I parted with 
thee, and have been hitherto carried through so 
that I now feel perfectly clear of the shoals of 
New England, and am about to ship for 
Europe. The thoughts of leaving my native 
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country cannot fail [to produce | close exercise, 
yet I rejoice that 1 have been enabled to pass 
away with my mind clear of the blood of all, 
and calm with a hope [that] he who has pre- 
served me on the land, will keep me when on 
the great deep, and through distant lands, and 
bring me to see my native country once more. 
I may inform thee the prospect of leaving 
many friends in this land is comfortable, as a 
door is opened not only for hearing, but a 
desire seems to prevail of practising those 
things that truth leads the humble mind into. 

«« Now, dear Comfort, in much love I tuke 
leave of thee, and remuin thy very affectionate 
friend and brother in truth’s cause. 


** Davip Sanps.”’ 


Extract from a letter from Matthew Frank- 
lin, whilst on a religious visit lo New 
Eng/and, dated 8th mo. 1812. 


‘We called to see Comfort Collins, (for- 
merly Hoag,) aged 101 years and 8 months. 
A more instructive and precious opportunity I 
have no remembrance of. All her faculties 
have in a manner fled, save her religious sensi- 
bility. She has no kind of recollection, though 
she has been twice married, that she ever had 
a husband, or children, houses or lands; nor 
could she recollect her nearest friends when 
named ; yet her sense of divine good, and the 
religious fervour of her mind, appear unabated, 
We staid about an hour, the whole of which 
time she was engaged in praising her Maker, 
in exhorting us to love the Lord, and to lay up 
treasure in heaven; several times saying, 
‘One hour in his presence, is better than a 
thousand elsewhere.’ ‘I know it Friends, I 
know it from experience.’ And then her voice 
would seem to settle away, with that kind of 
melody, which dear old Mary Griffin used to 
make. And after being still a minute or two, 
she would again lift up her voice, with angelic 
sweetness, in praising the Lord, and advisin 
us to love and fear him ; and would Jook round 
upon us and say, ‘I love you, dear Friends, 
though you are strangers to me; but I love 
them that love the Lord—blessed be his name!’ 
She held another Friend and myself by the 
hand nearly the whole time. The whole com- 
pany were in tears while we staid. ‘The re- 
membrance of the opportunity is not off my 
mind; nor I hope ever will be whilst memory 
remains ; for I think Mary Griffin and Com- 
fort Collins are the most memorable instances 
of the reality and rectitude of the precious 
principle of light and life, next to the influence 
of it in my own soul that I ever met with.” 
















































who profess the name of Christ. 
When it pleased the Most High, through his 


ciously condescended to declare what should 
be the result of that more powerful operation 
of his Spirit on the hearts of his people, which 
should distinguish the dispensation that was to 
come, in which types and shadows should be 
exchanged for spiritual realities. And on that 
memorable day when the company of disci- 
ples, consisting, as there appears good reason 
to conclude, of both men and women, ** were 
all with one accord in one place, and were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak 
with other tongues as the Spirit gave them 
utterance,”’ the apostle Peter testified, that the 
period had commenced when the prediction 
was to be fulfilled:* ** This is that,”’ said he, 
** which was spoken by the prophet Joel, And 
it shall come to pass in the last days, saith 
God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall pro- 
phesy, and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams, and on 
my servants and on my handmaidens | will 
pour out in those days of my Spirit, and they 
shall prophesy.”” Let us mark the period 
when this was to be accomplished—in the last 
days. Now, this declaration of the apostle, 
on the day of Pentecost, that it was then ful- 
filled, clearly indicates its being a feature of the 
dispensation which was, on that occasion, first 
preached to people of various climes and na- 
tions, but which was to continue to the end of 
time, being the one everlasting covenant be- 
tween God and his people, and therefore fitly 
spoken of as the last days. It is also worthy 
of the reader's special attention, that this out- 
pouring of the Spirit, this gift of prophecy, was 
as unequivocally declared to be bestowed on 
the daughters, and on the handmaidens, as on 
the sons, and the servants. ‘That women did 
continue to exercise this gift of prophecy, is 
sufficiently manifest. ‘The apostle Paul refers 
particularly, in his Epistle to the Romans, to 
certain women who were his fellow-workers in 
the gospel, as Z'ryphena and Tryphosa, and 
the beloved Persis, who laboured much in the 
Lord; and, in that to the Philippians, to those 
women who laboured with him in the gospel, 
speaking of them as amongst his fellow-la- 
bourers, whose names are in the beok of life. 

In addressing the Corinthian church,. the 
same apostle, in ch. xi. v. 4, 5, gives some 
particular directions how both men and women 
should behave themselves, when engaged, in 
the holy assemblies, in the exercise of the gift 
of prophecy, or of prayer. ‘These directions 
have an evident allusion to certain irregularities 
in their manner of conducting public worship. 
He reprehends the practice of the men who 
prayed or prophesied with their heads covered, 
and that of the women who were engaged in 


Reasons why Christian Women should exer- 
cise the gifts of the Holy Spirit, particu- 
larly in reference to the Ministry of the 
Gospel. 


Amongst the striking characteristics of the 
gospel dispensation, as revealed in former 
ages through prophetic vision, and declared of 
by “holy men of God,” who “ spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost,”’ there is one 
which has a reference to some of the most 
precious privileges of the Christian covenant, 
the fulfilment of which has been restricted, 
either by ecclesiastical domination, or by the 





* In the previous chapter we are informed that the 
disciples “ continued with one accord with prayer and 
supplication, with the women,” &c. ; and we can scarce- 
ly doubt that the company assembled together on the 
day of Pentecost consisted of the same persons; and 
that it was in consequence of the descent of the Holy 
Ghost on both men and women, that Peter rehearsed 
the prediction of Joel, ch. ii. v. 28, 29, 


| 





prejudices and pre-conceived opinions of many | these sacred duties with their heads unco- 


vered. 
As the apostle thus decidedly recognises the 


prophet Joel, to comfort his afflicted church | public praying and prophesying of females, 
with the promise of future blessings, He gra-| giving these injunctions concerning their dress 


and deportment when so employed, it must 
surely be self-evident that some women, as 
well as men, laboured in the ministry of the 
word. In the 21st chapter of Acts, v. 9, there 
is an incidental mention of Philip the evan- 
gelist, and the very remarkable fuct is then 
introduced, that *“*the same man had four 
daughters which did prophesy.” If the reader 
be impressed with the belief that the gift of 
prophecy is distinguishable from that of preach- 
ing the gospel, we would direct his attention to 
the definition of it, given by the apostle, (1 
Cor. ch. xiv. v. 3.) “‘ He that prophesieth 
speaketh unto men to edification, exhortation, 
and comfort.” ‘That eminent writer John 
Locke, in his ‘“* Paraphrase and Notes on the 
Epistles of Paul,’’ remarks on Romans ch. 
xil. v. 6. ‘ Prophecy is enumerated in the 
New Testament among the gifts of the Spirit, 
and means either the interpretation of Sa- 
ered Scripture, and explaining of prophecies 
already delivered, or foretelling things to 
come.”* There is, however, another pas- 
sage addressed to the Corinthian church, which 
has been frequently adduced in proof that the 
apostle discouraged, and even forbade the 
preaching of women: ‘“ Let your women 
keep silence in the churches, for it is not per- 
mitted unto them to speak, but they are com- 
manded to be under obedience, as saith also 
the law; and if they will learn any thing, let 
them ask their husbands at home; for it is a 
shame for women to speak in the church ;” 
and also one in the Ist Epistle to Timothy, 
‘* Let the women learn in silence with all sub- 
jection. I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to 
usurp authority over the man, but to be in 
silence.” That the practice which, in these 
injunctions, is so strongly condemned, was not 
the exercise of any spiritual gift is unquestion- 
able, and from the context it appears evident, 
that the whole was intended to correct certain 
abuses which had rendered their assemblies for 
worship unprofitable and disorderly. The 
learned Benson, in his Commentary on the 
Epistles, vol. 1. p. 628, says, ‘In the syna- 
gogues, any man who had a mind might ask 
questions of his teachers, and demand a further 
explanation of what had been said; and this 
custom was also transferred into the primitive 
Christian church, and that with the approba- 
tion of Paul; only he would not permit the 
women to do so, as the Judaizers at Corinth 
would have had them. No: if they wanted 
to have any further instructions, they were to 
ask their own parents or husbands at home, and 
not enter into such conferences publicly in the 
church.” Jn the Jewish synagogues it was 
customary for the hearers to question the 
ministers on such points of their doctrine as 
might require further explanation.t But this 
liberty was not allowed to women.{ On this 


* “That prophecy in the New Testament often 
means the gift of exhorting, preaching, or expounding 
the Scriptures, is evident from many places in the gos- 
pels, Acts, and Paul's Epistles.” Dr. Clarke on Rom. 
ch. xii. v. 6. 

+ See Lightfoot, Hor. Heb. in loc. 

+“ It was permitted to any man to ask questions, to 
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passage the celebrated Hugo Grotius remarks, 
‘lo teach was the office of the president or 
bishop, though he sometimes committed this 
branch of his duties to other persons, especially 
the elders. ‘The apostle suffers not the women 
to perform such an office—that is to say, un- 
less they have, and only while they have the 
prophetical impulse. Prophecy is beyond the 
reach of positive laws.”* ‘* The apostolic 
rule,” says Benson, ‘“* was that when they 
were under immediate inspiration the women 
might pray or prophesy in the church, but 
when they were under no such inspiration they 
were not to speak, i. e. neither to pray nor 
read, teach nor ask questions there.’’t 

Can any serious reader of the New Testa- 
ment suppose that the apostle Paul, after giving 
in 1 Cor. ch. xi. a plain direction in reference 
to the praying or prophesying of women, could 
possibly design in the xiv. ch. to forbid such 
an exercise? We must surely, on a calm, 
unbiassed review of these passages, and on 
comparing them with other parts of the epis- 
tolary writings of the same apostle, be brought 
to the conclusion, that the public speaking 
which he prohibited was not that inspired 
ministry which was immediately prompted by 
the Holy Spirit, and which it appears evident 
that he fully recognised and sanctioned. 

In tracing the history of the Christian 
church, we may observe how very soon was 
the brightness of the gospel day eclipsed by 
the power of the ** man of sin,”’ who exalted 
himself above all that was called God, or that 
was worshipped, and who, in the persons of 
some, who became as Lords over God’s 
heritage, was permitted to usurp that dominion 
over the church which belonged to Christ 
alone. ‘Then, no longer was the choice and 
the qualification of the ministers referred to 
Him whe is ordained to be the only “ head 
over all things to his church,” but men, swayed 
by temporal interests, appointed to this sacred 
office such as were the fit instruments for pro- 
moting or securing the wealth and power of 
worldly princes. And although the Christian 
church has, to a considerable extent, emerged 
from the darkness of the apostacy, yet she has, 
perhaps, been in no respect more slow to avail 
herself of the blessings and privileges of this 
glorious gospel day, than in allowing the free 
and unrestricte’’ exercise of the ministry. How 


object, to altercate, attempt to refute, &c. in the syna- 
ogue; but this liberty was not allowed to any woman. 
Paul confirms this in reference also to the Christian 
church ; he orders them to keep silence ; and if they 
wished to learn any thing, let them inquire of their 
husbands at home, because it was perfectly indecorous 
for women to be contending with men in public assem- 
blies on points of doctrine, cases of conscience, &e. 
But this by no means intimated that, when a woman 
réceived any particular influence {rom God to enable 
her to teach, she was not to obey that influence, on the 
contrary, she was to obey it, and the apostle lays down 
directions in ch. ii. for regulating her personal appear- 
ance when thus employed.” Dr. Adam Clarke on 1 
Cor. ch. xiv. v. 34. 
* Com. in loc.—2. “ Illustration of Paul's Epistles.” 
Vol. 1. page 620. : 
+ “ Now, that the Spirit of God, and the gift of pro- 
phecy,; ld be poured out upon women, as well as 


men, in thé time of the gospel, is plain from Acts ii. v. 
17, and then where could be a fitter place for them to 
utter their prophecies in, than the assemblies ?”— 
Locke’s Paraphrase and Notes on 1 Cor. ch. xi. v. 4, 5. 
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many of her members have yet to learn that! soling, indicated their ultimate participation in 


in Christ Jesus “there is neither male nor 
female ;’’ that, as God is a Spirit, so his com- 
mications, through whatever medium conveyed, 
are directed to the souls of his rational crea- 
tures ; that no external circumstances neces- 
sarily influence these communications ; that to 
suppose they do so, is to estimate the dispen- 
sation of the gospel as far below that of the 
law. Can we believe that the Holy Spirit is 
now more limited in its manifestations and in 
its requirements, than when, by its inspiration, 
Miriam prophesied and sang the praises of 
Jehovah ?—when Deborah, under the palin- 
trees of Mount Ephraim, prophesied and 
judged Israel by the law and Spirit of the 
living God?—and when Huldah, the wife of 
Shallum, together with cotemporary prophets, 
declared the judgments of the Most High as 
impending over a rebellious and gainsaying 
people? And when the Sun of Righteousness 
was about to arise on a benighted world, how 
remarkably were women employed to an- 
nounce his coming and advent! when Eliza- 
beth and Mary were filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and when Anna the prophetess ‘* spake 
of’’ the infant Messiah ‘to all those that looked 
for redemption in Israel.” 

There is yet another argument sometimes 
brought forward to establish the supposition 
that the Christian ministry is designed by our 
Lord Jesus Christ to devolve only on men, 
viz: that we do not find that He commissioned 
any females to preach the gospel of the king- 
dom. Here again, there appears to be a mis- 
understanding, for want of sufficiently keeping 
in mind the simplicity of the message which 
was delivered by those whom he sent forth. 
His coming was effectually declared to the 
inhabitants of Samaria through the instrumen- 
tality of a woman ;* and it was to women, 
whose love to the crucified Redeemer death 
and the grave could not weaken, when they 
‘came early to the sepulchre, to embalm his 
| body with sweet spices, that the unspeakably 
| joyful tidings were communicated, by the two 
|men in shining garments: ‘ He is not here, 
|but is risen.” It was they who were com- 
| manded to *‘ go quickly,” and tell his sorrow- 
ing disciples of his resurrection. It was a 
| woman that received that most sacred commis- 
sion, which expressed the fellowship and one- 
ness of his poor afflicted followers with their 
risen Lord, and, in language unutterably con- 





* The earnestness which was manifested by the Sa- 
maritan woman, to obtain instruction as to the place 
divinely appointed for worship, her faith in the expect- 
ed Messiah, and the great attention with which she 
listened to the sublime instructions of the stranger at 
Jacob’s well, lead to the conclusion, that He who 
“knew what was in man,” beheld, in her heart, a sin- 
cerity of desire for that which nourishes up the soul 
unto eternal life. How graciously did He condescend 
to impart to her, traths most solemn, and deeply im- 
portant to his church; describing the spiritual nature 
of true worship! ‘This appears the more remarkable, 
when we consider that slic was one of that people who 
were the most inveterately opposed to the Jews, and 
who did not acknowledge allegiance to the same divine 
laws. The sacred historian declares of the Samaritans, 
they fear not the Lord, neither do they after the sta- 
tutes, or after the ordinances, or afler the law and 
commandments, which the Lord commanded the chil- 
dren of Jacob, whom he named Israel. See 2 Kings, 
ch. xvii. v. 34, 





his glory: “ Go to my brethren, and say unto 
them, 1 ascend unto my Father, and your 
Father, and to my God, and your God.” 

There is, however, in some sections of the 
Christian church, a recognition of the full and 
free agency and operation of that Holy Spirit 
which divideth to every man severally as he 
will, and a thankful acceptance of that great 
gospel truth, “There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is 
neither male nor female,” but ‘they are all 
one in Christ Jesus.” Amongst such, the 
preaching of women has been acknowledged 
to be a special gift from Christ, who only has a 
right to appoint, and who alone can qualify his 
ministers effectually to publish the glad tidings 
of salvation through Him. And so effectually 
have these glad tidings been declared by fe- 
males, that many have been, through their 
instrumentality, converted fiom the error of 
their way, and brought from darkness to light; 
many hungry and thirsty souls have been re- 
freshed and strengthened; and many living 
members of the church edified together. And 
though this preaching may not be “ with ex- 
cellency of speech or of wisdom,” but * in 
weakness, and fear, and in much trembling,” 
yet many can feelingly testify from heartfelt 
experience, that it has often been exercised * in 
the demonstration of the Spirit and of power.” 
It may be remembered that, on the day of Pen- 
tecost, after the apostle Peter had testified of 
that more abundant outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit which characterizes the dispensation of 
the gospel, he added this very striking and 
encouraging declaration, in reference to its con- 
tinued agency throughout the church of Christ: 
‘* The promise is to you, and to your children, 
and fo all that are yar off, even to as many as 
the Lord our God shall call.” Did professing 
Christians, with a more lively faith, appreciate 
their high privilege, as offered through this 
most blessed gift—were they seeking to obey 
its teachings, and to live under its sanctifying 
power—and, with a true hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, thankfully accepting every me- 
dium, through which the great Shepherd and 
Bishop of souls condescends to feed and to 
instruct his people, there could be no disposi- 
tion to dispute the authority of the instrument 
through which He may, in His infinite com- 
passion, extend to sinners the invitations of His 
grace, and cause the glad tidings of His gospel 
to be proclaimed. 

May every sincere disciple of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ cherish a desire to lay 
aside all prejudice, and whatever may tend to 
obstruct the spreading of His truth, not daring 
to limit the means by which he may be gra- 
ciously pleased to establish it in the hearts of 
men, but humbly committing to Him His own 
work, fervently unite in the prayer, ‘Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as 
it is done in heaven.” 


In our last volume, (p. 366,) we copied from a 
foreign periodical, a notice of the foregoing, including 
some extracts from it. A copy of the pamphlet having 
since been placed in our hands, accompanied with a 
suggestion that its entire re-publication in “ The 
Friend” would be useful, we have therefore inserted it. 
—Eb. 





